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managing Senator Kohl’s portfolio on
the Appropriations Committee. That
combination of skills made Chad a rare
breed—an experienced Senate staffer
who possessed both a generalist’s un-
derstanding of the big picture and a
specialist’s ability to get into the
weeds of thorny policy issues.

Chad’s background was invaluable in
helping to bring me up to speed on the
Senate’s parliamentary procedures and
the body’s unique, frustrating quirks.
As a former Governor, I faced the
unenviable task of shifting from the
executive role to being just 1 of 100. As
an Independent used to relying on bi-
partisan coalitions, the Senate’s often
rigid partisanship presented its own
challenges. Chad responded with cre-
ative thinking and dogged persistence,
and the results were quickly apparent.

Just a few short months after I came
to Washington, Chad helped me lead a
bipartisan compromise on student loan
rates that is projected to save tax-
payers $715 million over the next 10
years and an estimated $30 billion for
students over the following 4 years.
That legislation set the tone for our of-
fice—a focus on rolling up our sleeves,
bipartisan work, coalition building,
and commonsense solutions to the
problems that plague the American
people.

In the years that followed, Chad and
his legislative team helped to build on
that mission through level-headed, an-
alytical thinking. Among other suc-
cesses, we have worked across the aisle
to pass legislation that confronts the
opioid epidemic sweeping our commu-
nities; improves America’s insufficient
cyber defenses; helps more working
families access childcare; and addresses
the $12 billion maintenance backlog at
America’s national parks. Each of
these legislative successes came about
through hard work and bipartisan dis-
cussions. More importantly, each made
life better for our constituents.

Obviously, Chad is a talented legisla-
tive craftsman, but somehow, he was
an even better leader and person. For
the past 8 years, Chad has guided my
legislative team with a steady hand,
helping dozens of young public servants
in my office grow and thrive. He treats
everyone he meets with respect and
kindness, never once talking down to
someone with less experience or a dif-
ferent perspective. Just as important,
his sense of humor has remained intact
through a quarter century of Senate
service, ensuring that even in the
midst of serious work, we don’t take
ourselves too seriously.

When I was Governor, I said I always
was looking for staff who demonstrate
both competence and kindness. You
can have some with one trait, some
with the other, a few with neither, but
when you find folks with both, you in-
vite them onboard immediately. Chad
doesn’t just have those qualities; he
personifies them.

As you can gather from my remarks,
Chad is an irreplaceable part of my
team, and the Senate is poorer for los-
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ing him. But, as Chad always does, I
feel the need to take a step back and
analyze the entire situation. In doing
so, I find a few key reasons for grati-
tude.

I am grateful that even though Chad
is moving on, he leaves behind a team
that is well-educated in the Metzler
School of Public Service. His years of
mentorship have crafted our team into
one of the sharpest, most dedicated
staffs on Capitol Hill, and I know his
influence and example will be felt in
our office for years to come.

I am grateful that although our body
is losing a dedicated public servant, the
country is not. In the days ahead, Chad
will begin a new opportunity that will
put his skills to good use. This new
role will allow him to continue fight-
ing for pragmatic, principled solutions
that move our country forward. Now
more than ever, we need folks like him
working on tough problems.

Finally, I am grateful that even
though Chad will no longer be on my
staff, he will forever remain a trusted
adviser and friend. Chad’s intellect,
professionalism, and warmth are rare
attributes; to possess all of these quali-
ties, while still remaining humble and
even-keeled, is even rarer. I consider
myself extremely fortunate to know
him and look forward to continuing
that association.

Mr. President, I have a simple philos-
ophy of leadership that has guided me
throughout my life: Hire good people,
and take credit for what they do. When
I hired Chad Metzler, I made one of the
smartest leadership decisions of my
life—bringing on the ideal partner to
break bipartisan logjams and make life
better for the people of Maine. I am
saddened to say goodbye to my adviser
and friend today, but I know that his
best is yet to come. I can’t wait to see
what is next.

————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO NEVA FRICKE BELL

® Mr. YOUNG. Mr. President, I rise
today to celebrate the 105th birthday of
a proud Hoosier, Neva Fricke Bell, born
on January 26, 1916. Neva lived through
the 1918 Spanish flu pandemic, two
World Wars, the Great Depression, and
many other tragedies, as well as great
celebrations, including her marriage to
Simeon Bell for 60 plus years, the birth
of her loving children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, and great-great-
grandchildren. A Boilermaker through
and through, Neva’s tenacity and great
style are a testament to all Hoosiers
and all Americans that our great State
and Nation endures and celebrates vic-
tories great and small. Happy Birth-
day, Neva Fricke Bell.®

RECOGNIZING GORHAM MIDDLE
AND HIGH SCHOOL’S SOPHOMORE
STUDENT COUNCIL

® Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am

proud to recognize the Sophomore Stu-
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dent Council at Gorham Middle & High
School as December’s Granite Staters
of the Month. When a vendor acciden-
tally sent extra chocolate as part of
the Sophomore Student Council’s fund-
raiser, the students launched a new ef-
fort. Instead of reselling the surplus
chocolate to benefit their class, they
decided to sell the extra chocolate to
benefit their school’s food pantry.

Like most events this year, the Soph-
omore Student Council modified a
fundraiser that they would typically
hold in-person to be an online event.
One of the participants in the fund-
raiser, the aunt of Sophomore Student
Council Representative Emma
LaPierre, bought three boxes of choco-
late to benefit her niece’s class. How-
ever, instead of receiving the expected
three boxes of chocolate, she received
three entire cases of chocolate. The
vendor, World’s Finest Chocolate, was
alerted to the mistake, but due to safe-
ty concerns around the COVID-19 pan-
demic, said that they could not take
the chocolate back. Emma, along with
other members of the Sophomore Stu-
dent Council, decided that rather than
sell the extra chocolate to profit their
class, they would use the additional
funds to benefit their school’s food and
supply pantry. After selling the choco-
late at a reduced rate, the students
successfully raised $200 for the pantry,
which provides weekend meals, snacks,
and school supplies to any student in
need. Following the students’ efforts, a
local paper published an article about
the fundraiser, which inspired a couple
in the community to send a $100 check
to the school to benefit their food and
supply pantry.

Emma and the other students in Gor-
ham’s Sophomore Student Council ex-
emplify the way that small acts of
kindness can make a big difference in a
community. Their selfless decision to
raise money on behalf of a community-
wide resource, rather than keep the
funds for their class, helped to spur
other acts of kindness in their commu-
nity from which the whole school and
community benefited. I am honored to
recognize their efforts and proud that
their efforts reflect the Granite State’s
core value—the belief that individuals
should step up when they see a prob-
lem—and that when they do, their ac-
tions have a ripple effect that strength-
ens the entire community. The Gorham
Sophomore Student Council has done
just that.e

———

RECOGNIZING: 44EAST

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as a sen-
ior member and former chairman of the
Senate Committee on Small Business
and Entrepreneurship, each month I
recognize and celebrate the American
entrepreneurial spirit by highlighting
the success of a small business in my
home State of Idaho. Today I am
pleased to honor 44East in Meridian as
the Idaho Small Business of the Month
for January 2021.
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